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WASHINGTON - Today, Congressman John W. Olver announced that the                U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs has awarded a $15,600 grant                to the Turner House Living Center for Veterans, a facility for homeless                veterans. Turner House will use the money to purchase a van.

               "Turner House provides an invaluable service for veterans in                northern Berkshire County," Olver said. "The van acquisition                will allow Turner House to provide better service for its residents."

               Congressman Olver wrote a letter supporting the Turner House application                to the Department of Veterans' Affairs.

               "Because public transportation does not connect Williamstown                to VA medical facilities in Pittsfield, Leeds and Albany, it is                crucial for Turner House to have a way to transport veterans,"                Olver said.

               Turner House has been in operation since 1996. The new van to be                purchased by the grant money will replace an aging one obtained                through the Disabled American Veterans. The current van is over                ten years old.

               In addition to transporting veterans to VA medical facilities, the                van will also allow Turner House to take veterans to other appointments,                such as counseling and support groups.

               "The van will also help Turner House to continue its mission                of instilling an independent and self-supporting lifestyle for those                veterans who use the facility," Olver added.
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